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The Solar Eclipse
Mi K’Amcha Yisrael

Last week (Parashas Shemini 5784), | spent Shabbos in Kiryas Tosh in Canada, and | remained
for Sunday. | spent a long time at the tziyun of the Tosher Rebbe, zy”a, and later delivered
a speech at the yeshivah gedolah in Kiryas Tosh.

On Monday morning, | set out for home, and stopped on the way at a certain location
where it was possible to see Hashem’s wonders — the totality of the solar eclipse that was
visible in some parts of the United States and Canada on that day.

Aside for the unbelievable wonders of Hashem, | saw something else that was remarkable.
| saw the brilliant light of “Mi K’Amcha Yisrael.” At the place where | stood to watch the
eclipse, two groups had gathered. In one area was a large group of non-Jews, and not far
from them, in a different area, stood a group of Yidden. The non-Jews behaved in the way
they are used to — they were drunk and rowdy. L’havdil between the impure and the pure,
the Yidden stood with respect, and acted with refinement and gentility, speaking amongst
each other about the subject of a solar eclipse in our sources and seforim.

At those moments of totality, when it became completely dark, the non-Jews began to
shout wildly, whistle and act crazy. In contrast, in the Jewish group, you could hear one of
them cry excitedly “Heiliger Beshefer,” and another one exclaiming “I’Oseh nifla’os gedolos
Levado,” while the third proclaimed “Melo kol ha’aretz kevodo.”

When the eclipse came to an end, and the sun began to shine once again, the Jewish group
joined hands and began to sing and dance to a rousing rendition of “Ein Od Milvado...”

Mi K’Amcha Yisrael
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